EARLY CHILDHOOD

Athol Community Elementary School

Athol, MA

For a number of years, the Town of Athaol, a
Mew England mill town, was seeking to improve
its thres aging elementary schools. After a
thorough study of multipe options, the pre-
ferred oplion consobdated all district elementary
studants o a single new school sening 615
studants in grades Prak thru 4. Bulding a new
school produced a unique opportunity to realize
the potential public schools have in providing
enrichment programs that bensfit, students,
families and the greater community by enabling
commanity access o shared amenitios,
Locking back at the model of "neighbormhood”
schools which were an essential part of every
Mew England mill town, there was a sensa of
comfort and community in the smaller leam-
ing environmeants they offered. Critical to the
success of this project was maintaining that
sense by finding a cost-affective fit for students,
families and administrators, while crealing a
refrashing keaming environment appropriate for
fostering student and community engagemeant
in learning, The exterior design is meaant to
calebrate Athol's renewed commitment 1o edu-
cation by using architeciural iconography that
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KEY 5TATS
Grades Served: Prek-4
Capacity: 615
Size of Site: 94.91 acres
Building Area: 95,726 5q. ft.
Space per Student: 155 sq. ft.
Cost per Student: $51,373
Square Foot Cost: 5330
Project Cost: 543,932,000
Completion Date: August 2016
Sustainability Rating Status: Sustainability rating
used Is 2009 MA-CHPS
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SCHOOL/ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL

reflacts the stature of public
schools as important civic
institutions.

The intericr was designed
with flesdbility in mind, with
spatial refationships and
technclogy centered on 21st-
cantury kkaming, Academic
spaces of various sizes ane
adaplable 1o a range of adu-
cational uses. The structural
grid of the schooi enables an
easy modifications of spaces
to mest possible changing
needs in the fulure, From
a technology perspective,
wirglass communication is =
provided thought the build- =

ing and computer access is hardhwired where districts and provides abundant natural lighting,
appropriate. better air carculation in a high-efficiency building,

Thiz new school affords the elementary aged  all of which are conducive to improved leaming.
children of Athol a facility that rivals surmounding
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