Atlanta, GA

Located within downtown Atlanta’s Grant
Park nelghborhood, the renovation of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Middle School 15 the result of
a compeatition by Atlanta Publc Schools to
reimagine a neglected urban school, Originally
biilt In 1973, the Brutalist-inspied bullding
requred major upgrades including a more
defined main entry’administration, bringing
daylight Into existing classrooms, and new
athletic fields. The design solution recognizes
the owner's limited budget in addressing thesa
major upgrades while also relocating and
improving shared components that include the
Auctitorium, Cateteria, and Media Cantar,

The site’s refationship to an existing park
on the south side of the schoal informed a
naw, more dafined main entry that includas
the construction of an all-glass 2-story
administration program, along with a student
plaza and accass road.

An enisting Cafeteria and Media Center,
buried withén the school and-away from
nalural daylight, moved to the perimater of the
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KEY 5TATS

Crades Served: 6-8

Capacity: 950 Students

Size of Site: 12.3 acres
Building Area: 175,000 gsf Renovated, 20,000 gsf
Mew Construction

Space per Student: 205 sq. ft.
Cost per Student: 517,052
Sguare Foot Cost: 5083
Project Cost: 516,200,000
Completion Date: July 2016
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MIDDLE SCHOOL/INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School

buildirg, while a new auditorium relocales in
their former place. A new student commons
occupies the former open auditorium footprint
while becoming a newly found space within the
heart of the school. In an effort to bring mons
natural dayight into existing classrooms, vertical
windows ara cut into the concrete facade

with projecting colored fins. This approach

recognizes the original architecture style, while
giving the school a fresh, vibrant look. Boldby
painted ervironmental graphic treatments in
kay areas throwghout the building provide a
backdrop for the MLK narrative, while renewing
the schoal's strong idantity and inspiring
students.
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