
50  L e a r n i n g  B y  D e s i g n  S P R I N G  2 0 1 4  |  www.learningbydesign.biz 
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Secondary Learning Center
Renton, WA
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new Construction/Addition
entire school/Campus Building

nAC | Architecture
2025 First avenue, suite 300
seattle, Wa 98121
www.nacarchitecture.com
Kevin Flanagan, aia, LeeD aP, Principal 

architect
206/441-4522

deSiGn TeAm

guy J. Overman, aia, Principal-in-Charge, 
Design Principal

steven M. shiver, aia, Project Manager/
ed Planner

galen r. newton, Construction 
administration

Coughlin Porter Lundeen, Civil & 
structural engineers

Hargis engineers, Mechanical engineers
naC | engineering, electrical engineers

oWneR/CLienT

renton school District
renton, Wa
Dr. Merri rieger, superintendent
425/204-2300

KeY STATS

grades served: 7-12
Capacity: 400 students
size of site: 11.82 acres
Building area: 69,061 sq. ft.
Building Volume: 1.38 million cu. ft.
space per student: 172 sq. ft.
Cost per student: $53,564
square Foot Cost: $310
Construction Cost: $21.4 million
Total Project Cost: $26.4 million
Contract Date: apr. 2011
sustainability rating system/applied/

status/Level: WssP

PHOTOgraPHy: eD sOZinHO

The Secondary Learning 
Center (SLC) is envisioned as 
a catalyst for future learning 
facilities in the District. An 
alternative school, the SLC 
is designed as an integrated, 
project-based learning envi-
ronment, enabling learners to 
develop at their most effective 
pace. Inherent in this model is 
both flexibility and fluidity as 
the primary goal is to match 
students with a learning envi-
ronment that enhances their 
learning style and likelihood 
of success. Staff and students 
work as a team to identify each 
student’s unique needs and 
place them in an appropriate 
program based on maturity 
and optimum instructional 
strategy to empower them 
to grow and mature. Three 
main tracks were devel-
oped: Directed, Guided and 
Independent. Each has a zone 
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within the building while 
also sharing spaces such as 
science, career technology 
and physical fitness.  Virtual 
learning is integrated into the 
program. 

The SLC incorporates 
sensible sustainable strategies 

opportunity to actively partici-
pate in lowering their consump-
tion of water, tempered air and 
energy.

to enhance energy performance 
and serve as teaching tools, and 
is predicted to consume 46% less 
energy than the average school. 
Colored accent lighting provides 
users with immediate feedback 
about the building’s energy use 
and offers students and staff the 




