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new construction/addition
green/sustainable Design

rB+B architects, inc.
315 e. Mountain ave., suite 100
Fort Collins, CO 80524
www.rbbarchitects.com
Lacey reckelhoff
970/484-0117

deSiGn teaM

rB+B architects, inc., architect
saunders Construction, Contractor
JVa, inc., structural/Civil engineer
eMC engineers, Mechanical engineer
MKK Consulting engineers, electrical 

engineer
yrg Consultants, LeeD Consultant

oWner/client

Boulder Valley school District
Boulder, Co
Bruce K. Messinger, PhD.
720/561-2700

KeY StatS

grades served: 6-8
Capacity: 600 students
size of site: 8.4 acres
Building area: 106,458 sq. ft.
Building Volume: 2.9 million cu. ft.
space per student: 177 sq. ft.
Cost per student: $38,876
square Foot Cost: $219
Construction Cost: $23.3 million
Total Project Cost: $31.1 million
Contract Date: Jan. 2009
Completed: aug. 2010
sustainability rating system/applied/

status/Level: LeeD Platinum Certified

PhOTOgraPhy: DaViD PaTTersOn PhOTOgraPhy

Constructed in 
1924, Casey Middle 
School is an his-
toric centerpiece in its 
neighborhood but was 
desperately in need 
of repair. Careful 
analysis determined 
renovating the build-
ing would be cost 
prohibitive and 
programmatically 
restrictive. The design 
team worked with 
district and commu-
nity stakeholders to 
design a solution pre-
serving two historic 
facades while expand-
ing interior spaces to 
promote 21st century 
learning.

The new school 
uses contemporary forms in contrast with the historic walls. A 
new main entry opens into the commons, which serves as the caf-
eteria and student social space. The adjacent three-story library 
nestles against the historic western façade while classrooms are 
grouped around common spaces of lockers, break-out space, and 
teacher planning areas. North facing windows and tubular sky-
lights provide daylighting. 

Half the parking is tucked under the building and the class-
room wing maintains its three stories on the 8.4-acre urban site. 
A solar array doubles as covered bicycle parking and illustrates 
the district’s commitment to sustainability. 

The school achieved LEED Platinum certification – a first for 
any school in the state of Colorado and only the second middle 
school in the nation to achieve Platinum. High performance strat-
egies include daylighting, a ground-source heat pump system, 
green roof, and xeriscaping.


