
78  L e a r n i n g  B y  D e s i g n  S P R I N G  2 0 1 4  |  www.learningbydesign.biz 

S p e c i a l i z e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  F a c i l i t y / V o c - e d

colusa county education Village
Williams, CA

L
E

ARN I N G  B Y  DES I G
N

2014

Citation of
Excellence

Grand
Prize

2014

Honorable
Mention

2014

OUTSTANDING
PROJECT

Outstanding
Project

2014

L
E

A

RN I N G  B Y  DES I G
N

L
E

A

RN I N G  B Y  D ES I G
N

L
E

ARN I N G  B Y  DES I G
N

new construction/addition
entire school/Campus Building

architecture for education 
incorporated
65 n. Catalina avenue
Pasadena, Ca 91106
www.architecture4e.com
gaylaird Christopher, President
626/356-4080

deSiGn teaM

gaylaird Christopher, Principal-in-Charge
rachel adams, Project architect

oWneR/client

Colusa County Office of education
Colusa, Ca
Kay spurgeon, County superintendent
530/458-0350

Key StatS

grades served: Pre-K-12
Capacity: 200 students/county staff
size of site: 14 acres
Building area: 31,249 sq. ft.
Building Volume: 468,735 cu. ft.
space per student: 156 sq. ft.
Cost per student: $54,100
square Foot Cost: $346
Construction Cost: $10.8 million
Total Project Cost: $16.9 million
Contract Date: Jan. 2012
Completed: sept. 2013
sustainability rating system/applied/

status/Level: CHPs Certification
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The Colusa County Office 
of Education (CCOE) pro-
vides educational programs 
and services that nurture the 
development of both children 
and adults. The Education 
Village is now a cornerstone 
for development in the City of 
Williams, located in the heart 
of the County to best serve 
the surrounding communi-
ties. County administrative 
departments that assist area 
school districts, Children’s 
Support Services focused on 
early childhood education, 
Special Education Programs/
Administration, and the 
Community High School are 
located on the 14-acre campus.

The Village accommodates 
the CCOE’s educational and 
administrative programs and 
provides recreational and 
meeting facilities to the adja-
cent Community College cam-
pus, the Williams community, 
and the greater Colusa County 
region.

Drawing inspiration from 
the County’s extensive farming 
industry, the campus is orga-
nized to resemble a village or 
large farmstead. Each “house” 
is individually designed to 
serve the needs of its depart-
ment, while maintaining a 
cohesive campus aesthetic 
through materials use and 
scale. Clusters of “houses” 
with similar programs are 
combined to bring a sense of 
unity throughout the site. The 
design incorporates several 
sustainability strategies - dis-
placement ventilation, energy 
management, and day-lighting 
controls, combined with the 
use of rapidly renewable mate-
rials, construction recycling, 
and public transportation 
access - to achieve CHPS cer-
tification.


